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The week was cool and wet. Temperatures averaged four
to six degrees below normals across the State. Preczpltatlon
occurred across the State w_th averages ranging from around two
tenths of an mch to over an Inch and a quarter.

GENERAL

Showers and high humidity combined to make made hay
harvest difficult and slowed the completion of wheat harvest In the

west, according to the Nebraska Agricultural StaEsucs Service. The

moderate temperatures coupled with improved moisture supplies,
resulted m excellent growing conditions for most dryland areas
However, some extreme Southwestern areas continued very short of
mmsture Producers were busy during the week moving grain to
local elevators and prepanng for row crop harvest. Concern over

low commodity prices were causmg many to research opUons on
stored grain. Other producer actwiUes included hvestock care and
weed control.

CROPS

Wmter wheat harvest moved ahead slowly to 97%
complete, behind 99% last year and equal to 97% average. Harvest

was at a standstill in portmns of the Panhandle and sluggish in other
porhons of the district as wet conditions slowed harvest progress

Cam con&faun rated 1% very poor, 2% poor, 14% fair,
56% good, and 27% excellent. Dryland corn rated 81% in good or
excellent condition and 85% of the irrigated corn rated m those

categories. Acreage reaching the dough stage was at 42%, ahead of
33% last year and 28% average.

Soybean condition rated 1%very poor, 2% poor, 13 % fair,
57% good, and 27% excellent Podding was occurring on 69% of
the acreage, ahead of 63% last year and 52% average.

SorghumcondltlOn was 1% poor, 15% fair, 62% good, and
22% excellent. Heading was active on 80% of the acreage, ahead
of 64% last year and 49% average.

Dry bean condition rated 2% poor, 23% fair, 47% good
and 28% excellent. Blooming had occurred on 90% of the acreage,
just behind 94% last year and equal to 90% average.

Oat harvest was 94% complete, behind 97% last year but
ahead of 91% average

Alfalfa condition rated 1% very poor, 4% poor, 19% fair,

64% good and 12% excellent. Second cutting actlwties were
virtually complete. Third cutting activities moved to 18%, same as
last year andjust ahead of 17% average. Wild hay condition rated

1% very poor, 5% poor, 20% fair, 58% good, and 16% excellent.
L1VESTOCK_ PASTURE & RANGE

Pasture and range condltmn rated 1% very poor, 5% poor,
18% fair, 62% good, and 14% excellent. The week provided

excellent summer condmons for hvestock. Some pickup in yearhng
sales was reported.

CROP PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS AVER-
AS OF August 9, 1998 AGE

% Wheat Harvested 94 100 I00 100 100 100 100 100 97 96 99 97
% Corn Sdked 91 93 100 98 100 98 100 100 99 94 98 90
% Cam Dough Stage 14 25 36 39 49 29 37 84 42 14 33 28

% Soybeans Blooming na 97 97 97 100 91 99 97 98 90 98 90
% Soybeans Setting Pods na 69 58 57 72 56 73 86 69 42 63 52

% Sorghum Headed na 55 21 49 97 57 71 86 80 46 64 49
% Alfalfa Second Cutting 91 99 99 96 99 98 97 100 97 93 94 94

% Alfalfa Third Cunmg I 8 21 16 29 39 28 27 18 3 18 17
% Oats Harvested 53 99 98 100 100 100 100 100 94 89 97 91

% Dry Beans Blooming 92 100 100 70 na 80 na na 90 67 94 90
% Dry Beans Podding 19 25 5 lO na 24 na na 20 15 69 63
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF August 7, 1998

Days sunable 51 55 43 55 44 62 35 17 46 48 60
Topsod mo,sture - Very Short 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 29

(Percent) - Short 14 19 16 20 8 18 0 0 13 20 41
- Adequate 86 77 84 79 90 72 99 96 84 75 29

- Surplus 0 4 0 1 2 8 1 4 3 4 1
Subso,I mo,sture - Very Short 0 I 1 0 0 5 0 0 1 2 21

(Percent) -Short 16 19 14 18 6 22 15 0 I4 16 41
- Adequate 84 76 85 80 91 71 85 97 83 79 37
- Surplus 0 4 0 2 3 2 0 3 2 3 I

n/a = not available
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PRECIPITATION, APRIL 1 - AUGUST 8, 1998

NW NC NE CEN EC SW

55 74 1 30 42 92 21

11 14 1688 1956 1520 21 99 1293

1071 12 88 14 40 14 12 15 34 12 15

104% 131% 136% 109% 143 % 106%

SC SE

55 43

14 20 16 73

1396 1559

102% 107%

NW

Station

Chadron

Scot.bluff

SAney

TEMPERATURE, PRECIPITATION, AND GROWING DEGREE DAY DATA,

WEEK ENDING SATURDAY 1AUGUST 8 1998

Temperature i Precipltatmn l
Extremes Total

Mox i M,n [ Moan I Depart°reI lncho+
98 56 72 --- 80

95 54 70 -4 17

95 52 68 --- 49

Growln_ De,tee Data

Last ] Smce Apn115

Week ] Current [ Normal

135 1731 1711

116 1616 1743

NC Valentine 95 50 69 -6 45 .........

Arthur ............... 125 1695 1873

O'Nedl ............... 139 1882 2001

NE Norfolk 86 58 71 -4 1 27 .........

SmuxClty 84 58 70 -5 I 08 .........
Concord ............... 131 1935 2061

Elgan ............... 138 1910 2047

West Pomt ............... 138 2022 2174

CEN Grand Island 91 59 72 -4 38 146 2039 2071

Ord 90 55 71 --- 67 141 1953 2055

Keamey .............. 142 2021 2059
EC L]Dcoln 88 58 72 -5 1 00 151 2213 2256

Omaha 85 60 71 -4 I 87 .........

Cen_al City ............... 146 2038 2093
Mead ............... 147 2170 2240

SW Imperial 92 53 71 --- 15 .........
North Platte 88 53 70 -4 14 139 1879 1923

Curbs ............... 142 1986 1961

Holdrege ............... 145 2032 2050
Red Cloud ............... 166 2300 2081

SC

SE Beatrice ............... 145 2115 2256

_l_Y (_f_I ............... 148 2086 _08(}

GrOwLng Degree Days (GDD) are used to measure the length of time required for a crop to reach maturity The formula used to calculate GDD is Max temp + nun
temp d_wdedby2rmnus50=GDD For example, rftheaveragetemperatareforaday=70degrees, the GDD = 20 for that day GDD are calculated for each day

and accumulated from April 15

Growmg Degree Day data ts furnished by the Department of Agncuhural Meteorology, Institute of Agncuhure and Natural Resources, The University of Nebraska-
Lincoln


